
 

Learning Through Play at Home 

 

Build up a routine for your day 

Your child will be used to the routine of coming in to Nursery – this will be different for the coming weeks so try to build up a new routine 

around play time, rest time and meal times.   

Follow your child’s interests 

Your child will have their own favourite things to do.  Allow them lots of free play to do their own thing, with their own toys and see what 

motivates them. Then use their motivations to think about how to extend their learning, offering lots of freedom and choice. 

Think about the environment 

Whilst technology is a great way to support your child’s learning, sometimes turning off the TV or tablet will give them more space to 

follow their own imaginations and interests. 

Encourage your child to play outside in all kinds of weather 

We find if the children are dressed in suitable clothing then they really don’t mind the weather.   

Give lots of warning if you need your child to bring their play to a close 

Children need time to finish their play and if they are engrossed then a clear warning that it is nearly time to finish will help.  

We would love you to share your child’s learning with us so that together we can record your child’s learning during the coming months.  

Photos and messages can be sent securely to admin@spinneylane-nur.edin.sch.uk  

Remember you can always email us as well if you have any questions or need support in any way.  We will be checking the above 

account regularly. 
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W/b 18 January:   Learning through play at home ideas  

Literacy 

 

Listen to the story 

 

10 Little Snowmen by Sienna Williams 

 

 
 

Available on our nursery website 

 

https://thespinneylanenursery.com/stories/ 

 

 

 

Listen to the story 

 

 

The Biggest Snowman Ever by Steven Kroll 

 

Available free as an audio book on YouTube 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rG3c8LIcNCU 

 

Use the story to think about the language ‘big, bigger, 

biggest’ and think about what kind of snow statue  

you would build or have built in the snow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health & Wellbeing / Technology 

 

 

Help prepare a healthy fruit winter snack! 

 

      
 

You can use: - 

 

A banana 

Apple slices 

Grapes 

Raisins 

Bread sticks 

 

Or have a go with fruit of your choice or 

see which winter shapes you can make!  

 

Expressive Arts 

Sing a winter song and do the actions  

(to the tune of Incy WIncy Spider)! 

 

I went and built a snowman  

                               (make large circles with arms) 

 

He had a carrot nose           (point to your nose) 

 

Along came a bunny        (hold up bent fingers) 

 

And what do you suppose?     (shrug shoulders) 

 

That hungry little bunny          (hold bent fingers) 

 

Looking for his lunch            (bunny hop around) 

 

Ate the snowman’s nose      (point to your nose) 

 

Nibble! Nibble! Crunch!     

       (pretend to eat a carrot) 
 

 

Health & Wellbeing 

Talk about our feelings with a grown up! 

 

  We had been learning about the feeling 

‘excited’ before the holidays.   

 

Think about what exciting things have 

happened recently and  

share your thoughts with each other. 

 

Show each other your excited expressions, 

you can use a mirror, a camera or phone. 

 

Expressive Arts/Mathematics 

Drawing with circles 

      

Have a look around your home for objects that 

are circle shaped. You can use these objects to 

draw around to create either a Gingerbread 

man’s face or a Snowman’s body. 

 

How is your creation feeling? 

 

https://thespinneylanenursery.com/stories/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rG3c8LIcNCU


Numeracy / Maths / Science 

Weather spotting – indoors or outdoors 

 

 

Take a note of the weather, either from your window 

or by going outside. 

 

What type of weather can you see? 

 

See if you can become a meteorologist by collecting 

data, then find a way of recording the weather each 

day; you can create your own way or you can use the 

one below to help get going. 

 

 

Science 

Make some snow dough 

 

You will need: - 

 

1 cup baking soda 

½ cup corn-starch 

1 tablespoon vegetable oil 

½ cup plus 1 tablespoon of water 

 

• Put all in a pot and mix until eventually it 

makes a soupy liquid 

• Now place on medium heat stirring 

continuously - after 5 minutes it will start 

to thicken 

• Keep stirring until it is quite thick then 

place mixture on a baking sheet to cool 

• Once cool enough to touch, knead the 

dough until smooth. 

 

Then build an igloo or a Snowman!!  

Numeracy 

Play the snowman game! 
 

All you need are paper, a dice, some pens/pencils and 

either print off the template from the link below or draw the 

outline of a snowman.  Roll the dice and match to the 

directions below/on the template: - 

 

 1 – draw 2 eyes           2 – draw a carrot nose 

 3 – draw a mouth       4 – draw a hat 

 5 – draw stick arms     6 – draw a scarf 

 

You only roll the dice once each time, if you have already 

drawn an item on your snowman you need to wait until 

your next turn to try again.  The first person to finish their 

snowman is the winner! 

 

https://ecdn.teacherspayteachers.com/thumbitem/Roll-a-

Snowman-Math-Game-1594230-1500873523/original-

1594230-1.jpg 
 

 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday  

      
    Sunny 

       

 

       
     Cloudy 
 

       

      
     Rainy 
 

       

     
    Foggy 
 

       

     
  Windy 
 

       

  
  Snowy 
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